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months when some of those who now talk so gaily about the invasion
scare were scared stiff themselves. Several times I have told the
House that I could not guarantee a favourable result in the Middle
East. After all, our position there was calculated on the basis
that France was our Ally and that the powerful French Armies
that General Weygand organised would stand side by side with us
in the discharge of our joint obligations. The submission of the
French Government to the German conquest and to the Italian ex-
ploitation has not only deprived us of those armies in Syria> Tunis,
Algeria and Morocco, but has denied us the assistance of the fine
French Navy and the use of the French naval and air bases in the
Mediterranean. Such a frightful desertion and loss might well have
confronted us with an insoluble problem. The Italian army in
Libya, which some months ago far outnumbered the British and
Imperial Forces in and around Egypt, seemed likely to roll forward
irresistibly upon the Nile Valley and the Suez Canal.
I am thankful to be able to assure the House that the balance
of forces on the frontiers of Egypt and in the Sudan is far less un-
favourable than it was at the time of the French collapse. I can
certainly not prophesy to the House about battles which have yet
to be fought, but I think at the beginning of July, if we cast our
minds back, the House would have been very glad to be assured that
on 5th November we should still be holding in largely increased
force every position of any importance. We have not had any
serious collisions with the Italian forces, but we have every reason
to be content with the results of the skirmishes and forays which
have taken place on the ground and in the air. Up to the end of
September, the Italian official published casualties for the fighting
in Libya amounted to 800 killed, 1,700 wounded and 860 missing;
our own casualties for the same period and in the same theatre
were 66 killed, 68 wounded, and 36 missing—a scale approaching
something like 20 to I. These facts speak for themselves and should
be a good augury for the greater battles and engagements which
will develop, perhaps in the Winter, certainly in the Spring.
At the same time that the Navy is keeping open the sea routes
under this very dangerous U-boat attack, and endeavouring to
hunt down merchant raiders in the outer seas, and maintaining
a strict blockade—at the same time as it is doing that—we have
ceaselessly strengthened the Fleet in the Eastern Mediterranean,
and we are ready at any time to engage the Italian Navy in a general
action. Time after time our Fleet has moved into close proximity
to the main concentration of the Italian Fleet and we know that
their presence has been detected from the air, but so far these
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